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Anti-Bullying Assembly and
Book Signing in Eastchester

Friday, January 17, 2014

Westchester Legislators Elect
Kaplowitz, Maisano as Leaders

County Board of Legislators Chairman Michael Kaplowitz, right, with Vice Chairman
Jim Maisano.

Last week, the Westchester County Board of
Legislators elected Democrat Michael Kaplowitz
to serve as chairman and Republican Jim Maisano
to serve as vice chairman for the 2014-15 legislative term. The two were sworn in as legislators on
the same day as members of the freshman legislative class of 1997. Both have served on numerous
committees and held leadership positions during
the last 16 years.
Kaplowitz previously served as vice chairEastchester resident and children’s book author Nick Katsoris will talk about his
anti-bullying book Jan. 29 at Anne Hutchinson School.

One of the parents of Anne Hutchinson
School student Nick Katsoris is the author of
the children’s book series “Loukoumi” and his
new book, released in November, is about bullying.
“Loukoumi and The Schoolyard Bully”
is narrated in the audio version of the book by
Oscar winner Morgan Freeman as the voice
of the schoolyard bully, as well as Nia Vardalos, Olympia Dukakis, John Aniston, Gloria
Gaynor and others. Proceeds from the book are
being donated to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital.
As part of the Anne Hutchinson schools
Character Education and anti-bullying awareness program, the teachers typically incorporate
anti-bullying awareness into their English as a
second language and social studies curricula,
and one of the ways they do this is by reading

books to the students about anti-bullying.
Katsoris will visit the school and discuss his book during an assembly for students
Wednesday, Jan. 29 at 9 a.m. for grades two
and three; and 10 a.m. for grades four and five.
He is presently participating in a program with
PACER’s National Bullying Prevention Center
where he will be educating children about bullying in schools across the country.
Katsoris will be available for a book signing after the assembly, for those who wish to
purchase a book for their children. This is a
great opportunity for residents to hear firsthand
how important anti-bullying awareness is for
students and at the same time, possibly make
a donation to a charitable organization by purchasing a book.
More information will follow for book ordering.

Jeff Moriber Invites Visitors to
‘LOOK!’ at Larchmont Library
Jeff Moriber has pursued painting and
printmaking his entire life. An award-winning
graphic designer, fine artist and printmaker, his
paintings and linoleum block print work tell
tales of emotions through a crisp cutting technique, saturated inking and a rich color pallet.
Moriber’s latest exhibit simply titled
“LOOK!,” opened Jan. 3 in the Oresman Gallery at the Larchmont Public Library, and will
be on display through Jan. 31. The exhibit is
available for viewing during normal library
hours, and is free to peruse.
Moriber’s images depict the actual and
imagined content, gestures and colors of a
particular feeling he has about the circumstances and history of the moment. The light,
shadows, imaginings and circumstance invite
the viewer’s own imagination to join the conversation.
His art has been on display in numerous exhibits throughout Westchester County
and New York City, including the “Shore to
Shore” exhibit hosted by Arts Westchester, the
International Arts Festival at the Museum of
Russian Art in Jersey City, and in the Grand
Terminal Gallery in New York City. Moriber is
a graduate of Pratt Institute.
For more information about the Larchmont Public Library or the programs and ser-

“Yellow Balloon” by Jeff Moriber.

vices offered by the library, visit www.larchmontlibrary.org.

2013 Westchester Foreclosure
Filings See 48% Increase Over 2012
Westchester County Clerk Timothy Idoni,
who serves as clerk of the Westchester County
Supreme Court where foreclosure actions are
heard, has reported that while foreclosure filings are dropping nationally, the foreclosure
actions filed in Westchester County this year
represent a 48 percent increase over last year.

A reported 2,694 foreclosure actions started between Jan. 1 and Dec. 31, as compared
to 1,813 the year before. Three hundred and
sixty-nine foreclosure judgments were entered
in 2013, in comparison to 208 entered during
2012.
Continued on Page 6

man of the BOL and played a critical role in the
passage of the historic bi-partisan 2013 budget.
Throughout his career in public service, Kaplowitz
has earned a reputation as a legislator who works
diligently to foster an atmosphere of cooperation
and bi-partisanship with all of his colleagues. He
is a fiscal Conservative and small business owner
who has found and eliminated millions of dollars
in wasteful government spending.
Continued on Page 6

Let the Race for Governor Begin;
Cuomo’s $2 Billion Tax Freeze

Gov. Andrew Cuomo delivers his fourth State of the State address last week.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 2014 State of the Albany had become a poster child for gridlock.
State address last week unofficially kicked off Long before Washington D.C. put gridlock on
his re-election campaign for governor this fall. the front pages, the story in Albany was gridlock. And it always
Cuomo reminded
happened at the time
New Yorkers about the
“The Pataki-McCall
of the budget. Why?
dysfunction in Albany
Because that is where
before he became govCommission recomthe money is and it
ernor, and proposed
mended a freeze on
was late over a 30a two-year property
period for 23
tax-tax freeze for New
property taxes for two year
years we had a late
Yorkers.
years to help home
budget. The average
Key portions of
the governor’s speech
owners and to incentiv- late budget was 50
days.
included:
“We said we
“I think it is going ize local governments to
to be a banner year for reduce costs. A property were going to replace
dysfunction with rethe State of New York.
tax freeze – but only if sults.
We should start this
“And in three
year with a look back
two important condiyears, my friends,
when we first joined
tions are met.
you have reversed
in this hall three years
ago.
“Year one, the locality decades of decline
and made dramatic
“When we were
stays within the 2 per- and undeniable proghere three years ago,
ress. For the first time
we were looking at a
cent cap; and in year
in modern political
$10 billion deficit. We
two, the locality takes
history the state has
have gone from a $10
real fiscal discipline,
billion deficit to a $2
concrete steps to rehave held spendbillion surplus in just
duce their costs through we
ing to 2 percent.
three short years.
“For the first
“It started with the
shared services and/or
time in 40 years,
simple fact that the state
consolidation.”
spending is below
spent too much money.
the rate of inflation
And it did it not just for
Gov. Andrew Cuomo
and below the rate of
one or two years but it
growth of personal
literally did it for over
60 years. And if you spend a lot then you are income. And because we spent less, we could
tax less – and we did. Every New Yorker pays
going to have to tax a lot. And we taxed a lot.
“And as a result our taxes had become the less income taxes today than the day they did
highest in the nation and we were paying a price three years ago when we started this journey.
“After 20 years of trying we passed the
for those high taxes. People in businesses were
Continued on Page 5
leaving the state. On top of that, for decades,

